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   Rabbi Ben-Zion Lanxner        

What is the purpose of Torah? 

Now that the Sukkot holiday is about to end as 
we rejoice in Simchat Torah, as soon as we read 
the last verse of the Book of Deuteronomy “and 
by all the strong hand and awesome power 
that Moses performed before the eyes of all 
Israel”, we start all over again at the beginning 
verse in Genesis “In the beginning of G-d’s 
creating the heavens and the earth…” only to 
show that there is no end in learning Torah, and 
as we  approach it with awe and realize that 
even with all our knowledge acquired from 
previous years of reading and studying the 
Torah, the Torah is hidden behind a mantel of 
divinity, which only the most humble and 
righteous of us can penetrate. 

We often think of the Torah as a storybook. It 
tells us the story of God creating the world, 
forming a covenant with the patriarchs—
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob—and, through 
Moses, leading the Israelites out of slavery in 
Egypt, through the wilderness for forty years 
until they reached the land of Israel. The Torah 
is the book that tells us our story. 
 
That’s true. Yet, the Torah is a great deal more 
than storytelling. The Torah also is a book 
of mitzvot, commandments. In fact, Jewish 
tradition often puts more emphasis on the laws 

of the Torah than on those stories we learned as 
children. Torah, according to the rabbis, is 
primarily about the mitzvot. 
 
Immediately after the giving of the Ten 
Commandments on Mount Sinai we read a 
section in Mishpatim, which contains more 
than fifty specific mitzvot ranging from the 
ritual, to the ethical, to the inexplicable.  
 
It teaches us for example about mitzvot related 
to the ritual observances of Shabbat and the 
pilgrimage festivals of Passover, Sukkot and 
Shavuot. It commands that we eat only 
unleavened bread for the seven days of Passover 
and that we stop working on Shabbat and take 
time to rest. 
 
The portion also has some well-known 
ethical mitzvot: the prohibitions against bribery, 
gossip, bestiality, giving false testimony, and 
mistreating widows and orphans. It contains the 
requirement to provide food for the needy. It 
includes the most often repeated mitzvah in the 
entire Torah (repeated 36 times !!): “You shall 
not wrong a stranger (a Ger) or oppress him, for 
you were strangers in the land of Egypt” 
(Exodus 22:20). Good rules, all of those. 
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In the category of mitzvot that are “inexplicable” 
(or, at least, difficult to understand in the 
modern world), the Torah commands that 
Hebrew slaves who refuse to be set free at the 
end of their term of service must have their ears 
pierced with an awl and remain slaves for life. It 
commands that a man who seduces a virgin 
must marry her. It also commands that children 
who insult their parents must be put to 
death.  (Well, maybe that last one’s not so bad.) 
 
There is no distinction made in the Torah 
between the different types of mitzvot. The 
ethical mitzvot, the criminal mitzvot, the 
ritual mitzvot, the sensible mitzvot and the 
inexplicable mitzvot, all are given together as 
one. G-d says that we are expected to observe 
them all. 
 
This raises a problem for contemporary Jews. 
We are impressed by the wisdom of the ethical 
laws and feel their weight upon us. Even if we 
are sometimes tempted to gossip, we recognize 
the harm that gossip does and we recognize that 
this mitzvah makes sense for living a better life. 
 
We also acknowledge that the ritual laws are 
important, but most of us think of them 
differently. We know how lighting Shabbat 
candles, for example, helps us preserve 
continuity with our ancestors and keeps alive 
the collective memory of our people. Yet, some 
of us probably do not feel that rituals are as 
critical as ethical laws. Lighting Shabbat candles 
every week for some people just doesn’t feel like 
it carries the same weight as refraining from 
bribery and mistreating widows and orphans. 
 
Mitzvot of the third category—those that seem 
to make little sense to us—may not inspire any 
obligation in us. None of us will be looking this 
weekend for an awl to pierce the ears of our 
slaves. Those mitzvot that offend us, like the 
commandment to put a child to death for being 
rebellious towards his or her parents (the case 
of Ben Sorer U’Moreh in Deuteronomy 21:8-21), 
should make us feel an obligation to reject 
them. (This might be an excellent subject for 
our weekly Parshah discussion). Although, the 
first point I should make is that the Talmud said 
that there never was a real case of a rebellious 

son(Tractate Sanhedrin 71a), the Torah made so 
many conditions which would have to be 
fulfilled that it is virtually impossible that a 
young boy would ever qualify as a bona fide Ben 
Sorer U’Moreh. 
 
We try to sort the mitzvot into categories to 
know which are important, which are critical, 
which we consider, and which we don’t put too 
much emphasis on. We want to pick and 
choose. Yet, the Torah does not admit any 
distinction. The mitzvot are the mitzvot. They 
are what G-d expects us to follow.  
 
How do we deal with that? 
 
 
If Torah is Holy, we must be willing to hear it 
even when it seems difficult or out of step with 
our times. 
 
There is nothing new about this. Let us be clear 
about the fact that parts of the Torah were also 
a challenge to the ancient rabbis of the Talmud. 
You don’t like the way the Torah allows masters 
to treat their slaves? Neither did the sages of the 
Talmud. However, rather than just literally 
reading the Torah, the rabbis used the power of 
interpretation of “Pardes” (the four level of 
exegetic interpretation of the Torah, P’shat-
literal, Remez- hint, Drash- allegorical & Sod- 
hidden) to find deeper meaning in the Torah. 
 
According to the Talmud, there is a hidden 
message in the Mitzvah to pierce the ear of a 
slave who refuses freedom. The Torah says that 
this slave believes “tov lo imach” 
(Deuteronomy 15:16). The simplest literal 
reading of the phrase is “it is good for him to be 
with you,” meaning that the slave says he is 
happy to be your servant. However, the Hebrew 
could also be read to mean, “It is as good for 
him as it is for you.” The Talmud jumps to this 
reading and states that a Hebrew slave must be 
treated as his master’s equal—as good for him 
as it is for you. The rabbis say a Hebrew slave 
must be fed the same food as his master and 
given a feather bed like his master’s bed. They 
conclude from this that, “When you buy a 
Hebrew slave, it is like buying yourself a master” 
(Tractate Kiddushin 22a). 



 
What at first seemed like a law for turning 
temporary slaves into a permanent slave is 
actually, according to the rabbis, a spiritual 
lesson about the price we pay when we force or 
coerce others to do our will. The price of 
enslaving others is that we become slaves 
ourselves.  
 
This is not just gamesmanship, flipping around 
the words of the Torah to get it to say whatever 
we want it to say. It is, rather, an act of love. The 
rabbis loved the Torah so much that they 
struggled to find meaning in it, even in the 
places where it seems harsh or difficult.  
 
We do the same thing with the people we love. 
When you love someone, who has a difficult 
personality, you take extra pains to know that 
person more deeply, to understand the 
experiences that have shaped him or her so you 
can respond compassionately and with 
forgiveness, even when that person is being 
difficult. The Torah is like that, too. It was 
raised in an age when slavery was common, 
when men had tremendous power over women, 
and when most people had little control over 
their destiny. The Torah is shaped by those 
experiences. Because the rabbis loved the Torah, 
they probed it deeply to understand it and to 
read it compassionately as the Will & Wisdom 
of G-d that brings deeper spirituality, holiness 
and meaning into life. 
 
Today, we continue the same process of 
interpreting the Torah. We don’t need to reject 
Torah to deal with its difficulties. In fact, we 
embrace the idea that Torah should be difficult. 
It should challenge us to find meaning in our 
lives. Life, we know, is not easy and we need to 
learn how to negotiate life’s challenges and 
hardships while maintaining our ability to find 
joy in it. 
 
The Rabbis of the Talmud understood that their 
interpretations and their efforts to maintain the 
relevancy of Torah in their days, would be 
foreign to Moses and his generation. Yet, that 
never stopped them from applying the values 
and essential ideas of the Torah in ways they 
saw most meaningful for their generation. 

 
We, as they, are at times evolutionary and at 
other times revolutionary. “Elu v’elu divrei 
Elohim Chayim”, in Tractate Eruvin 13b we 
read: Rabbi Abba said in the names of Shmuel, 
for three years, the House of Hillel and the 
House of Shammai argued. One said, “The 
Halacha is like us” and the other said “The 
Halacha is like us”!...Then a Heavenly voice 
spoke: “These and these are the words of the 
Living G-d”. 
 
Conservative Judaism is rooted in the wisdom 
gained at the intersection of heritage and 
progress. This balance allows Jews to lead truly 
fulfilled lives; and in an ever-evolving world, 
provides a message of compassion, 
enlightenment, and holiness to communities 
everywhere. 
It is an authentic Judaism precisely because 
it is dynamic. 
Our position as a Conservative movement is 
that interpretation of Torah is ever evolving. 
 
The purpose of the Torah is not to instruct us in 
what to do and what not to do. 
The purpose of the Torah is to force us to be 
mindful about what we are doing and to hold it 
up to a standard that does not originate out of 
our own heads. The Torah is about disciplining 
ourselves to recognize that our lives belong to 
something greater than ourselves, and to make 
us aware that the choices we make in life reflect 
that truth. 
 
Rather than thinking of the Torah’s Mitzvot as a 
kind of check list of things we have to do to 
please G-d (and things we have to refrain from 
doing), think of them instead as part of a 
conversation we are having with G-d. (as we 
study Torah, we delve in G-d’s Wisdom). Like a 
good teacher, Torah does not want us to just 
memorize facts that will be on the test. Torah 
wants us to consider what we are doing, 
learn to assess our actions against our 
values, to find new meaning in our lives by 
brightening our spiritual dimension, and 
deepening our relationship with G-d by 
continuing the conversation and growing 
every day into deeper level of understanding 
G-d’s Will. 



 
 
We don’t need to reject parts of the Torah, as 
the Pittsburgh Platform sought to do. We need 
to redefine it.  
 
The Torah is the Will and Wisdom that G-d 
gave us as a wedding gift on the day we were 
married at Mount Sinai. It is a book that wants 
to be read and studied joyfully. It wants to be 
read actively, and passionately so the reader will 
draw upon his or her own experience and 
wisdom to interpret it. It wants us to linger over 
each phrase or even over each word to discover 
hidden treasures that help us to understand 
ourselves more deeply, even in the difficult 
parts. Torah gives us mitzvot, not to enslave us 
to a legal code, but to free us to discover who 
we really are as “human-creation” towards its 
“Creator”.  

 
 
In this way, we discover the real reason why 
there are no distinctions in the Torah between 
the ethical, the ritual, the sensible and the 
inscrutable. All the Mitzvot are there for us to 
savor and consider, to awaken us and to prepare 
us every day for the journey of life. The Torah 
is the song we sing, and the mitzvot are the 
path we walk, as we travel toward our purpose as 

the Psalmist puts it so well in words which we chant 

each time we return the Torah in the Ark: “ עץ חיים
היא למחזיקים בה, ...דרכיה דרכי נעם וכל נתיבותיה 
 ”שלום
“It’s a Tree of Life for those who grasp it……Its 

ways are pleasant, and all its paths are Peace”. 

 

Keep turning it over and over, because, everything 

is in it. 
 

 Rabbi Ben-Zion Lanxner 

 

 

   Service Schedule   
 

 

Monday, October 1 
         Shemini Atzeret    9:30 a.m. 
 Yizkor    11:00 a.m. 

 
Friday, October 5 

Kabbalat Shabbat  6:00 p.m. 
Candle Lighting  6:51 p.m. 

 
Saturday, October 6 

Shacharit   9:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Ends  7:43 p.m. 

 
Friday, October 12 

Kabbalat Shabbat  6:00 p.m. 
Candle Lighting  6:42 p.m. 

 
Saturday, October 13 

Shacharit   9:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Ends  7:35 p.m. 

 
 

 
Friday, October 19 

Kabbalat Shabbat  6:00 p.m. 
Candle Lighting  6:34 p.m. 

 
Saturday, October 20 

Shacharit   9:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Ends  7:28 p.m. 

 
Friday, October 26 

Kabbalat Shabbat  6:00 p.m. 
Candle Lighting  6:27 p.m. 

 
Saturday, October 27 

Shacharit   9:30 a.m. 
Shabbat Ends  7:21 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
October 1 

Rebecca Levy 
October 2 

Loren Schwartz 
October 3 
Betty Feir 
October 4 
Jake Wolf 

 

October 6 
Chance Farley 

October 9 
David Rosen 
Donald Lynn 
October 14 
Larry Silver 
October 19 

Meg Looney Spark 
Scott Silver 

 
October 23 
David Novy 
October 27 

Morasha Stuckey 
October 30 
M’ayan Via 
 October 31 
Channah Via 

 
 

 

 

 

The office will be closed for the Sukkot 

Holiday on Monday, October 1st and 

Tuesday, October 2nd. 
 

 

to the Bauer family on the naming of  

Brennyn Simone! 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Ellen Schwartz 

Martin & Loren Schwartz 

Rae Trustman 

Rina Ruttenberg & Danny 

Holland 

 

Martha Heyman 

Benjy & Betty Bauer 

Estelle Goldfeder 

Jeff & Lea Levin 

 

 
 

September Shabbat 
Food Sponsors: 

Rabbi & Susan Lanxner 

Mike & Cindy Perry 

Jim & Morasha Stuckey 

Jim & Gabrielle Howle 

Joseph Settle 

 

Special Donations: 
Robert & Gayle Monta 

George & Kathleen Keller 

Michael & Michelle Pesses 

Leonard Englander 

In Honor Of: 
Paul Farmer from Jake Bauer 



Shabbat Donations: 
September 1 

Ray & Shayna Via 

Joseph Settle 

Jim & Morasha Stuckey 

David Fay 

September 8 

Jim & Morasha Stuckey 

Javis Howeth 

September 15 

Joseph Settle 

Mike & Cindy Perry 

Chava Kamenetsky 

Henry & Hope Hacker 

September 22 

Inez Bonneville 

David Fay 

Judy Hersh 

Javis Howeth 

George & Kathleen Keller 

Larry & Joie McNabb 

Mike & Cindy Perry 

Abbye & Susan Silver 

Jim & Morasha Stuckey 

 

       
 

To all who contributed 

 to a wonderful 

holiday celebration! 

 
 
 

High Holiday Honors Auction: 
 

Dorothy Harelik 

Susan Lanxner 

David Levy 

Javis Howeth 

David Fay 

Joseph Settle 

Shanna Rogers 

Judy Hersh 

Jim & Morasha 

Stuckey 

Abbye & Susan 

Silver



High Holiday Events: 
*The McNabbs for organizing the noshes for Selichot movie night* 

*To all those who supported the Rosh HaShanah fundraiser by purchasing the 

lovely handmade greeting cards* 

*Abbye & Susan Silver for the flower arrangement for Rosh HaShanah* 

*Carron Thomson, Laynie Miller, and Gabrielle Howle for providing the 

Kiddush  for both days of Rosh HaShanah* 

*Harry & Bev Harelik for the flower arrangements for Yom Kippur* 

*The deMovilles, Hareliks, and Silvers for sponsoring the “Break Fast” meal* 

*Carron Thomson and Cindy Perry for coordinating the Kiddush for 

decorating the Sukkah* 

 

  
  

       



HOW TO OBSERVE THE YAHRZEIT 
It is traditional to kindle a Yahrzeit Candle in the home on the evening Yahrzeit begins.  It should 

remain lighted until sunset the next day.  Possible prayer before lighting a Yahrzeit candle:  Eternal 
God, I/we light this candle in memory of (name) _________, my/our beloved (relationship) 

___________.  The light of the flame rekindles all the warm memories of the moment we shared 

together, and reassures me /us that a piece of his/her soul dwells in my/our heart(s) forever.  May 

his/her soul be bound up with the bonds of eternal life. Amen.  Candles are available at the Gift Shop.  
Every effort should be made to say Kaddish at congregational services.    It is meritorious to perform 

some Mitzvah or to contribute to the synagogue in commemoration of the deceased. 

 
Kaddish will be read on October 5 

 Tishri 26 Samuel Patlis 

 Joe Schwartz 

 Tishri 27 Baby Harelik (D. Harelik) 

 Eric Engleman 

 Gertrude Harris 

 Tishri 28 Rebecca Jacobson 

 Tishri  30 Harvey Goldfeder (J. Levin) 

 Annie Harris 

 Mrs. Louis Gerson 

 Yisrael Podrizki  

 Faga Bergman 

 Elayne Lynn (D. Lynn) 

 Cheshvan 1 Stanley Ray Chodorow 

 Reina Bauer (J. Bauer, R.  

 Bauer) 

 Irving Berkman 

 Julius Genecov  

 Mrs. Irving Kippur 

 Cheshvan 2 Herman Rosenbaum (J. 

 Wolstein)  

 Ida Segal (M. Segal)  

 Edythe Siegel 
 
Kaddish will be read on October 12 

 Cheshvan 3 Aaron Kalber 

 Chas Novak 

 Mrs. Harry Udashen  

 Harold Fitterman  

 Cheshvan 4 Lazare Heyman 

 Hymie Hoffman  

 Cheshvan 6 Israel Ellis 

 Cheshvan 7 Willie Lipinsky 

 Louise Busch 

 Mary Settle (J. Settle) 

 Cheshvan 8 Daniel Adams  

 Esther Hoffman (C. Hoffman) 

 Solomon Shifrin 

 Yaakov Belove  

 Cheshvan 9 Mrs. Max Harelik (D. Harelik, 

 H. Harelik)  

   William Ellis (G. Zacharias) 

   Mariano Joseph Fusco (M. 

 Stuckey) 

 
Kaddish will be read on October 19 

Cheshvan 10 Mrs. Ruben Gandler  

Cheshvan 11 Louis Lipsitz  

Cheshvan 12  Esther Beerman  

Betty Greenbaum  

Bettylee Greenberg 

L. Rosen  

Hyman Rosenberg 

Mrs. Max Siegel  

Nathan Koss 

Cheshvan 13 Max Beerman  

Morris Comer 

Helen Fred  

Sarah Hoppenstein  

Mrs. Toby Novich 

Margaret Ida Fusco Sevcik (M. 

Stuckey)  

Cheshvan 14 Ann Frindell (D. Stupak) 

  Sophie Levy 

Sophie Rosen 

Cheshvan 15 Abe Cohen 

  Daniel Stuart Eskow 

Jennie Greenberg  

Sam Reed 

Johanna Fay (D. Fay)  

Cheshvan 16 Joseph Lebowitz  

Rabbi Max Zucker 

  Jennifer Lanxner (Rabbi Lanxner) 
 
Kaddish will be read on October 26 

Cheshvan 18 Aaron Esserman  

Jack Shaw  

Cheshvan 19 Elaine Berman 

Maynard (Sonny) J Wizig  

Cheshvan 20 Abe Lowich 

  Ida Harris  

Cheshvan 21 Kittie Heineman  

Max Schwartz 

Cheshvan 23 Mrs. Dave Adams  

Ida Goldreyer 

  Carl Meyers 

 
 
 



 

October 2018
22 Tishri 5779 - 22 Heshvan 5779

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

6:20AM/6:10PM
§6:55PM/¡¡6:55PM

6:21AM/6:08PM
§6:53PM

6:22AM/6:07PM 6:23AM/6:05PM 6:24AM/6:03PM
¡¡5:45PM

6:25AM/6:02PM
§6:47PM

6:26AM/6:00PM 6:27AM/5:58PM 6:28AM/5:57PM 6:29AM/5:55PM 6:30AM/5:54PM 6:31AM/5:52PM
¡¡5:34PM

6:32AM/5:51PM
§6:36PM

6:33AM/5:49PM 6:34AM/5:48PM 6:35AM/5:46PM 6:36AM/5:45PM 6:38AM/5:43PM 6:39AM/5:42PM
¡¡5:24PM

6:40AM/5:40PM
§6:25PM

6:41AM/5:39PM 6:42AM/5:37PM 6:43AM/5:36PM 6:44AM/5:34PM 6:45AM/5:33PM 6:47AM/5:32PM
¡¡5:14PM

6:48AM/5:30PM
§6:15PM

6:49AM/5:29PM 6:50AM/5:28PM 6:51AM/5:27PM 6:52AM/5:25PM

22 Tishri 23 Tishri 24 Tishri 25 Tishri 26 Tishri 27 Tishri

28 Tishri 29 Tishri 30 Tishri 1 Heshvan 2 Heshvan 3 Heshvan 4 Heshvan

5 Heshvan 6 Heshvan 7 Heshvan 8 Heshvan 9 Heshvan 10 Heshvan 11 Heshvan

12 Heshvan 13 Heshvan 14 Heshvan 15 Heshvan 16 Heshvan 17 Heshvan 18 Heshvan

19 Heshvan 20 Heshvan 21 Heshvan 22 Heshvan

Menachos 52 Menachos 53 Menachos 54 Menachos 55 Menachos 56 Menachos 57

Menachos 58 Menachos 59 Menachos 60 Menachos 61 Menachos 62 Menachos 63 Menachos 64

Menachos 65 Menachos 66 Menachos 67 Menachos 68 Menachos 69 Menachos 70 Menachos 71

Menachos 72 Menachos 73 Menachos 74 Menachos 75 Menachos 76 Menachos 77 Menachos 78

Menachos 79 Menachos 80 Menachos 81 Menachos 82

Shemini Atzeret (Yizkor)

Shemini Atzeret
9:30 a.m.

Yizkor 11:00 a.m.

OFFICE CLOSED

Simchat Torah

OFFICE CLOSED Religious School 4:15
pm

Kabbalat Shabbat
6:00 p.m.

Shacharit 9:30 a.m.

Minyan & Classes 9:30
am - 1:00 pm

Rosh Hodesh I Rosh Hodesh II

Religious School 4:15
pm

Kabbalat Shabbat
6:00 p.m.

OFFICE CLOSED

Shacharit 9:30 a.m.

Kabbalat Shabbat
6:00 p.m.

Shacharit 9:30 a.m.

Religious School 4:15
pm

Kabbalat Shabbat
6:00 p.m.

Shacharit 9:30 a.m.

Minyan & Classes 9:30
am - 1:00 pm

Religious School 4:15
pm

[¡¡Candle Lighting, §Observance End, Printed September 20, 2018/11 Tishri 5779 for Canton, Ohio]


