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Rabbi Ben-Zion Lanxner

Open letter to the Waco Jewish Community

#ShowUpForShabbatMevarchim
After the Pittsburgh attack on The Tree
of Life Congregation, the American
Jewish Committee called on Jews and
allies to take action. From New York to
New Zealand and from Utah to the UK,
millions of Jews and people of all faiths
pledged to #ShowUpForShabbat on
November 2-3 in solidarity with
Pittsburgh Jewish Community sending a
resounding message that love triumphs
over hate.
This horrible tragedy is only one month
old, as it happened on October 27, 2018,
and for too many of us, it seems already
so far away. But let’s not kid ourselves,
it’s now here “in our face” in our own
backyard, as it always was, but for some
reasons we were not willing to admit and
face this harsh reality.
Although deadly attacks against Jews had
already occurred in many countries all
over the world, we as American Jews
nonetheless lived with a kind of
innocence almost comparable to the
time of WWII.

Let’s be honest about it. Didn’t America
know for a fact what was happening to the
Jews in Europe, the labor camps,
concentration camps and crematoriums
and the horrible Holocaust…Maybe some
of you remember our 32nd President of the
United States of America, FDR’s moral
failure of acting to save the lives of
millions of Jews as author Richard Cohen
writes on FDR’s moral failure on the
Holocaust as I quote” FDR did not
forthrightly inform the American people
of Hitler’s grisly Final Solution or respond
decisively to his crimes and stayed MUM
while a bill to allow over 20,000 Jewish
children into the U.S., died in Congress!!!
Or you may also remember the
scandalous atrocities of the transatlantic
liner, The St. Louis, in May 13, 1939, where
900 passengers coming from Germany
with Jewish refugees from Nazi Germany,
hoping to land on the United States coast
of Florida, but were simply “DENIED”
permit to land, and were forced to return
to Europe where they eventually fell
victims to the Nazi “Final Solution”.

So, basically, we almost did nothing, like
if not talking about what was happening
in Europe, it would seem like it was
actually not happening at all. For most
Americans, what was happening there
(in Europe), was not happening here
inside our borders, so life was not
complicated. As a result of our
complacency, nothing on the scale of
Pittsburgh was conceivable here in The
Land of The Free even in 2018 in
America, so we thought naively.
Unfortunately, that innocence has been
shattered of course. It has happened and
11 Jews, pillars of the Jewish Pittsburgh
community were murdered. And if it
could unfold in Pittsburgh, it could take
place anywhere.
As I can tell you first hand, many people
are calling me expressing their fear and
are very concerned, depressed and
disoriented as they relate their
frustration and anxiety to me, their Rabbi
and Spiritual Leader, hoping that I can
deliver to them this miracle pill that will
make everything just go away.
As David Harris, CEO of the American
Jewish Committee wrote: “The 11 are us,
and we are they. Whether we knew them
or not, they were probably not more than
two degrees of separation from us, and to
look at their photos was to see the
pictures of our own family, friends and
neighbors, and yes, also ourselves”.
The immediate response has been
heartwarming as solidarity events and
memorial services were being held across
the entire country as many world leaders
had also expressed their solidarity,
support, and grief standing with the
Jewish community.

Anti-Semitism is our worst existential
enemy and we must confront and fight it
with every conceivable means.
But therein lies this unpleasant and
imminent question. What’s next?
Once the community gatherings, the
memorials, the #ShowUpForShabbat
services are behind us, the tweets
become a fading memory and the
thoughts and prayers are filed, what do
we do next? Or is it back to business as
usual? How do we proceed from this
point forward?
I don’t pretend to have all the right
answers, but I my humble opinion I can
offer my two cents on what I think we
should do next, and here is an idea for
you to ponder on…
#ShowUpForShabbat initiative was a
great and successful idea, it brought
many Jews and also some non-Jews to fill
the Synagogue pews on that particular
Shabbat.
The Jewish people’s strength comes from
our daily unity. We sometime draw
additional strength from each other in
challenging times, but the more we come
together for social and religious
activities, the more we can help one
another in strengthening and deepening
our connections to our respective
communities and encourage more Jews
and more unaffiliated Jews to “come
back” and embrace and observe their lost
traditions.
One of the ways that we can combat the
source of anti-Semitism’s success is for
the Jewish people to return to heartfelt,
earnest prayer (with Kavanah).

As we all experienced it one time or
another in our life, prayers built on a
foundation of true Emunah, belief in
Hashem, G-d of Isra(EL), and the
closeness (Dveikut) we can attain to Him
through our prayers, are our ultimate
protection during these trying times and
are also a key to our ultimate redemption
with the coming of our long awaited
Messiah, Mashiach Ben David. There is a
lot of power in those prayers and
meditations, coupled with the intense
Kavanah and belief in G-d, don’t
underestimate their value and true
potential.
As Hanukkah is just around the corner,
let us raise our voices against the
darkness, and bring LIGHT rekindling
the fire that remained dormant in so
many Jewish hearts. To be practical I
would dare propose to extend the
#ShowUpForShabbat to a monthly
gathering in our Synagogue for every
monthly Shabbat, blessing the new
Hebrew month, which is called Shabbat
Mevarchim, thus the

#ShowUpForShabbatMevarchim
(The first
"ShowUpForShabbatMevarchim”
gathering will be on January 5, 2019,
followed by Feb. 2, 2019, March 2, 2019,
March 30, 2019, May 4, 2019, June 1, 2019, June
29, 2019……..)

We need to expend our knowledge of our
3000 years old Jewish Tradition,
the Torah, by studying it, learning and
observing the Commandments (Mitzvot)
and primarily, by observing and
remembering Shabbat, for starter.

As Asher Zvi Hirsch Ginzberg, (pre-state
Zionist thinker 1856-1927) primarily
known by his pen name Achad Ha’am
famously said:

More than Jews have kept
Shabbat, Shabbat has kept the
Jews!
Shabbat is the Holy Covenant between
G-d and Israel. Shabbat reminds us of Gd’s holiness and our holiness. It is a sign
of who we can be as the Torah says: “It is
a sign between Me and you for all
generations that you know that I, G-d
sanctified you” (Exodus 31:13).
Shabbat elevates us as Rabbi Abraham
Joshua Heschel so beautifully wrote;
“It’s our life’s highest rewards, a source of
strength and inspiration to endure
tribulation, to live nobly. The Shabbat is
the inspirer, the other days, the
inspired”.

Together, as “Am Echad beLev
Echad” as “One People with One
Heart” let us make this monthly
Shabbat a success by
encouraging a neighbor, a friend,
a family member, or a new comer
to our Waco community to join
our monthly gathering and let us
be proud to be a Jew in Texas!

See you all at our first
“ShowUpForShabbatMevarchim”

Rabbi Ben-Zion Lanxner

December Service Schedule
Friday, November 30
Kabbalat Shabbat
6:00 p.m.
Candle Lighting
5:07 p.m.
Saturday, December 1
Shacharit
9:30 a.m.
Shabbat Ends
6:04 p.m.
Friday, December 7
Kabbalat Shabbat
6:00 p.m.
Candle Lighting
5:07 p.m.
Saturday, December 8
Shacharit
9:30 a.m.
Shabbat Ends
6:05 p.m.
Friday, December 14
Kabbalat Shabbat
6:00 p.m.
Candle Lighting
5:09 p.m.

Sunday, December 2
1st Candle
5:52 p.m.
Monday, December 3
2 Candles
5:52 p.m.
Tuesday, December 4
3 Candles
5:52 p.m.
Wednesday, December 5
4 Candles
5:52 p.m.

Saturday, December 15
Shacharit
9:30 a.m.
Shabbat Ends
6:07 p.m.
Friday, December 21
Kabbalat Shabbat
6:00 p.m.
Candle Lighting
5:12 p.m.
Saturday, December 22
Shacharit
9:30 a.m.
Shabbat Ends
6:10 p.m.
Friday, December 28
Kabbalat Shabbat
6:00 p.m.
Candle Lighting
5:16 p.m.
Saturday, December 29
Shacharit
9:30 a.m.
Shabbat Ends
6:14 p.m.

Thursday, December 6
5 Candles
5:52 p.m.
Friday, December 7
6 Candles
5:53 p.m.
Saturday, December 8
7 Candles
6:05 p.m.
Sunday, December 9
8 Candles
5:53 p.m.

WHAT WE NEED TO KNOW ABOUT HANUKKAH
Hanukkah occurs every year on the 25th day
of the Jewish month of Kislev. This year the
first candle is to be lit on Sunday eve,
December 2, 2018. Hannukah is a
combination of two words: Hanu, “They
rested, and Kah, which has a numeric value
of 25. Together these words indicate that
the Jews rested on the 25th of the month of
Kislev.
There are two miracles that we
celebrate on Hanukkah:
1) Rabim beyad me’atim“Many given over to the few”.
More than 2000 years ago, the
Greek King Antiochus, decreed
that the Jewish people would no
longer be allowed to keep 3
commandments:
Shabbat, the foundation of the
Jewish belief in the creation of
the world by the One G-d.
Chodesh, the power of the
Jewish court in Jerusalem to
declare the new moon and thus
control when the Jewish holidays fall out.
Brit Milah, the symbol of the covenant
between G-d and the Jewish people.
Antiochus knew that these three
commandments were basic to the existence
of Judaism. Without them, Greek culture
would soon overpower the Jewish nation as it
had so many other nations. Eventually, the
Greeks went so far as to force Jews to bow
down to the Greek idols. Some Jews bowed
down, while others gave their lives to
sanctify G-d’s name (Kiddush Hashem).
In the town of Modiin, there lived a family
of Kohanim (priests) led by Matityahu the
Maccabee. When he saw a Jew bowing to one
of the Greek idols, he killed him. Before the
Greek soldiers could apprehend him, he fled

to the mountains where together with his
five sons, he started a revolution against the
Greeks. Though greatly outnumbered, and
with very few weapons, the Maccabees
succeeded in defeating the greatest army of
that time. This miraculous victory was seen
as a clear manifestation of G-d’s love for the
Jewish people.
2) Nes pach hashemen- “The miracle of the
jug of oil”. After the great
victory, the Jews went back to
the Temple in Jerusalem. They
wanted to resume the daily
service, which the Greeks had
stopped. Part of the service
included the lighting of the
Menorah. However, all the pure
oil needed to light the Menorah
had been defiled by the Greeks.
Ultimately, one small sealed jug
of pure oil was found. There was
just enough oil in the jug for
exactly one day. A miracle
occurred and the oil lasted for
eight days- enough time to make new oil.
That is why the Jewish people celebrate
Hanukkah for eight days.
F Y I:
1) To publicize the miracle of Hanukkah, we
light the candle of the Menorah (actually
the Hanukkiah) at a window, so when people
are coming home from work and passing by
your home, they can see the Hanukkiah lit.
2) The candle for that night has to burn for
at least half an hour (you can find these
candles in our giftshop at the Synagogue,
and an exceptional beautiful assortment of
great gifts!).
3) Put the candles into the Hanukkiah from
right to left, but light the candles from left
to right. (One reason for doing so is that if

you put the candle at the right and always
light the Hanukkiah from the right, you
would emphasize that it was only the first
day that was the biggest miracle, which is
not the case. Every day was a miracle on its
own).
4) On the first night say three blessings
before lighting the candles:
Baruch atta….lehadlik ner shel Hanukkah.
Baruch atta….she’assa nissim la’avoteynu,
bayamim ha’heim bazman hazeh.
Baruch atta…she’hecheyanu, ve’kyimanu,
ve’higiyanu laz’man hazeh.
On the other 7 nights, the third blessing is
omitted.
5) During the day, we say Hallel, “Praise G-d”
prayer.

December 1
Harry Harelik
December 3
David Jortner
December 4
Shanna Bubis Bauer

6) It is customary to eat potato latkes or
jelly doughnuts (sufganiyot), since they are
fried in oil, and oil is such a major ingredient
in this holiday.
7) Parents give children Hanukkah Gelt
(money) or presents.
8) The Dreidel, a special spinning top, has
four Hebrew letters – Nun, Gimel, Hey and
Shin, which are the first letters of “Nes
Gadol Hayah Sham”, a great miracle
occurred there (in Israel).
The Rebbetzin Susan and I wish you all a
Happy and Healthy Hanukkah, Chag Urim
Kasher veSame’ach
Rabbi Ben-Zion and Susan Lanxner

December 6
Emily Rogers
December 7
Gloria Yoder
Benjamin Howle
December 10
Anna Howle

FOOD FROM THE FAITHFUL
Please bring cereal & pasta on an on-going
basis throughout the year and Susan Silver
will see that they are delivered to Caritas.

December 11
Rachael Rosen
December 12
Eden Via
December 21
Paul Farmer
December 28
Maura Jortner

Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Wolf
December 1

Irving Hershkovitz
Florence Hersh
Betty Rosen
Florence Hersh

Sarah Rubel
Phyllis & Mahmoud
Akmal
Rina Ruttenberg &
Danny Holland

Al Budin
Florence Hersh
Bernard Hersh
Florence Hersh

Shabbat Donations
November 3

November 24

Brent & Dianne deMoville

November 17

David Fay

George & Kathleen Keller

David Fay

Chava Kamenetsky

November 10

James & Gabrielle Howle

George & Kathleen Keller

David Fay

Larry & Joie McNabb

Larry & Joie McNabb

Henry & Hope Hacker

George & Kathleen Keller

Mike & Cindy Perry

James & Gabrielle Howle
Larry & Joie McNabb

Jim & Morasha Stuckey

Congregation Agudath Jacob Burial
Arranging for a burial
This is a quick overview of the burial practices and policies of Congregation Agudath Jacob. The full
cemetery guide is in revision and will be shared with the members when the updates are complete.
The religious practices of Congregation Agudath Jacob will be observed regarding burial in the
congregation’s cemetery.

Criteria for Burial
Only persons of the Jewish faith may receive burial in the Congregation Agudath Jacob Cemetery, and
same shall be in accordance with the Conservative laws of the congregation and its regulations. The
use of shrouds is mandatory. Embalming and related procedures are offensive to the spirit of Jewish
tradition and shall be discouraged except where required by civil law.
The family is urged to provide a simple wooden coffin. Ostentation at funerals is contrary to Jewish
tradition and practice.
In the case of mixed marriages, the spouse of a non-Jewish faith cannot be buried in this cemetery
unless he or she has converted to the Jewish faith.
The following Jewish family members are permitted to be buried without additional charge in one’s
plot. Members and wives, sons, if not the head of a family, and unmarried daughters. It shall also
include fathers and mothers, brothers and sister, when such relatives are dependent on such member
for support.

Who do I call?
1. Call the Rabbi so that he is aware of your loss and can help you with arrangements.
2. Contact Wilkirson-Hatch-Bailey Funeral Home (254) 753-3691. They work with the Jewish
community and can help you with most of the details.
3. Contact the head of the cemetery committee, Benjy Bauer (254) 723-2826

Tahara and Chevra Kadisha Society
After a Jew dies, a burial society, known in Aramaic as the chevra kadisha (literally, “holy society”)
prepares the body for interment. This process, called tahara (purification), involves the ritual cleaning
of the corpse, by men for males and by women for females. This service will be performed for your
loved one, and the fee is included in the funeral cost billing from Wilkirson-Hatch-Bailey.

Purchasing a Burial Plot
You may purchase your burial plot from Congregation Agudath Jacob by contacting our Administrative
Assistant to make arrangements. The pricing and options are as follows:
2018/2019 Pricing
Buyer Type Plot Size
Members full plot
half plot

Price*
$3,000
$2,250

Number of graves
5 on plot
3 on plot

Non-Members full plot
half plot

$4,500
$3,900

5 on plot
3 on plot

* Price includes perpetual upkeep
Non-members owning plots shall be assessed a $2,000.00 fee for burial. Members must be
current in their dues to receive the member benefit.

Jewish Federation of Waco
ATTENTION ALL DONORS
As the year draws to a close, if you haven’t done so already, it is time to make your 2018 gift to the
Jewish Federation of Waco. We are planning some community events for the upcoming year and
would like to include you so please consider making a gift today. No amount is too small.
Available to donors, 20 tickets were purchased to Fiddler on the Roof in Austin, at the Bass Center,
on Sunday, April 7 at 1:00. The ticket price is $95. Only four tickets remain. Transportation will be
discussed closer to showtime and may involve additional expense depending on who is attending
(do we have enough people needing transportation to get a bus). This is just one of many ideas the
Jewish Federation has for building the Waco Jewish community. Please contact Judy Hersh
(254)744-1543 or judyhersh1@gmail.com if you would like to purchase any of the remaining tickets.
They will be sold on a first come first served basis.
All donations may be sent to:

Jewish Federation of Waco
P.O. Box 8031
Waco, Texas 76714

Thank you for your consideration!
Judy Hersh
President
Jewish Federation of Waco

HOW TO OBSERVE THE YAHRZEIT
It is traditional to kindle a Yahrzeit Candle in the home on the evening Yahrzeit begins. It should remain lighted until
sunset the next day. Possible prayer before lighting a Yahrzeit candle: Eternal God, I/we light this candle in memory
of (name) _________, my/our beloved (relationship) ___________. The light of the flame rekindles all the warm
memories of the moment we shared together, and reassures me /us that a piece of his/her soul dwells in my/our
heart(s) forever. May his/her soul be bound up with the bonds of eternal life. Amen. Candles are available at the Gift
Shop. Every effort should be made to say Kaddish at congregational services. It is meritorious to perform some
Mitzvah or to contribute to the synagogue in commemoration of the deceased.

Kaddish will be read on December 7
Kislev 29
Paul Adams
Saul Morris Gellman
Julian L. Levinson
Sam Rosenberg
Lillian Smith
Kislev 30
Jake Berkman Infant
Jenny Levy
Teveth 1
Mary Roddy
Harry Udashen
Teveth 2
Sobel Baby
Beatrice Kline
Teveth 3
Barnet Brown
Sarah Reva Ellis (G.
Zacharias)
Freda Jortner (B. Jortner)
Beckye Levin
Louis I. Rosenberg
Teveth 4
Mendel Beerman
Mrs. L. Bodenheim
Arnold Keen
Itzak Lavi (C. Hoffman)
Ira L. Solovey
Teveth 5
Mrs. Aaron Levy
Norman Stein
Ruth Goldwater Evans (C.
Thomson)
Kaddish will be read on December 14
Teveth 6
S.H. Gardner
Louis Stein
Teveth 7
Katie Kirschner
Teveth 8
Ivan Esserman
Rose Gerson
Ida Kaplan
Isaac Loewenstein
Leon Meinstein
Bessie Cohen Sachs
Teveth 9
Ben Adelman
Morris L. Gardner
Nathan Wood
Teveth 10
Benjamin Adams
Tillie Miller
Teveth 11
Nate Chodorow
Marie Genecov Adams (G.
Zacharias)
Teveth 12
Alphonse
Podrizki

Kaddish will be read on December 21
Teveth 14
Sarah Adams
Ida Farbstein
Rubin Gandler
Mrs. Sam Genecov
Hattie Lansky
Teveth 15
Mrs. Hermine Block
J.M. Freeman
Eli Frankfort
Charlotte Gelber
H. Rosenberg
Fannie Wolf
Teveth 16
Elias Greenfield
Mrs. B.R. Goldberg
Hilda Hoffman
Mrs. L. Ringold
Arthur Rubel (H. Vaughan)
Teveth 17
Jacob Arnold Fischman
Pauline Kolom
Rachael Levy
Teveth 18
Taube Jacobson Cohen
Frances G. Jacobson
Ben Levin
Madeleine Richings
M.B. Farmer (P. Farmer)
Dr. Hyman Irwin Mendelson
Teveth 19
Frances Novy (D. Novy)
Hanina Pinto
Kaddish will be read on December 28
Teveth 20
Samuel B. Epstein
Isadore Fred
E. Hoffman
Louis Shanin
B.M. Silevitch
Teveth 21
Sara Adelman
Robert Bloch
Harry Jornitzky
Teveth 22
Mae Altman
Mrs. Sam Aronson
Teveth 23
Sam Adelman
Juluis J. Jacobson
David Levy (C. Levy)
Teveth 25
Abe Hayman
Gussie Hayman
Leo Ringold
Pearl Rubenstein
Teveth 26
Harold Fink
Cal Goldberg (A. Silver)

December 2018
23 Kislev 5779 - 23 Tevet 5779
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

7:28AM/5:01PM
§5:46PM
Shacharit 9:30 a.m.

23 Kislev
Chullin 4

2

7:29AM/5:01PM

3

7:30AM/5:01PM
§5:46PM
Hanukkah I

Erev Hanukkah

4

7:31AM/5:00PM
§5:45PM
Hanukkah II

5

7:32AM/5:00PM
§5:45PM
Hanukkah III

6

7:33AM/5:00PM
§5:45PM
Hanukkah IV

Minyan & Classes 9:30
am - 1:00 pm

7

7:34AM/5:00PM
§5:45PM/¡¡4:42PM
Hanukkah V

8

7:35AM/5:00PM
§5:45PM
Rosh Hodesh Hanukkah VI

Kabbalat Shabbat
6:00 p.m.

Shacharit 9:30 a.m.

29 Kislev
Chullin 10

30 Kislev
Chullin 11

Religious School 4:15
pm

24 Kislev
Chullin 5

9

7:35AM/5:00PM
§5:45PM
Rosh Hodesh Hanukkah VII

25 Kislev
Chullin 6

10

7:36AM/5:00PM
§5:45PM
Hanukkah VIII

26 Kislev
Chullin 7

11

7:37AM/5:00PM

1 Tevet
Chullin 12
7:41AM/5:01PM

12

7:38AM/5:01PM

28 Kislev
Chullin 9

13

7:39AM/5:01PM

14

7:39AM/5:01PM
¡¡4:43PM
Kabbalat Shabbat
6:00 p.m.

15

7:40AM/5:01PM
§5:46PM
Shacharit 9:30 a.m.

Religious School 4:15
pm

Minyan & Classes 9:30
am - 1:00 pm

16

27 Kislev
Chullin 8

2 Tevet
Chullin 13

17

7:41AM/5:02PM

Minyan & Classes 9:30
am - 1:00 pm

3 Tevet
Chullin 14

18

7:42AM/5:02PM
§5:47PM
Fast of Tevet 10

4 Tevet
Chullin 15

19

7:43AM/5:03PM

5 Tevet
Chullin 16

20

7:43AM/5:03PM

6 Tevet
Chullin 17

21

7:44AM/5:04PM
¡¡4:46PM
Kabbalat Shabbat
6:00 p.m.

7 Tevet
Chullin 18

22

7:44AM/5:04PM
§5:49PM
Shacharit 9:30 a.m.

Religious School 4:15
pm

8 Tevet
Chullin 19

23

7:45AM/5:05PM

9 Tevet
Chullin 20

24

7:45AM/5:05PM

10 Tevet
Chullin 21

25

7:45AM/5:06PM

Minyan & Classes 9:30
am - 1:00 pm

OFFICE CLOSED
FOR CHRISTMAS

OFFICE CLOSED
FOR CHRISTMAS

15 Tevet
Chullin 26

16 Tevet
Chullin 27

17 Tevet
Chullin 28

30

7:47AM/5:09PM

31

7:47AM/5:10PM

Minyan & Classes 9:30
am - 1:00 pm

22 Tevet
Chullin 33

23 Tevet
Chullin 34

11 Tevet
Chullin 22

26

7:46AM/5:06PM

18 Tevet
Chullin 29

12 Tevet
Chullin 23

27

7:46AM/5:07PM

19 Tevet
Chullin 30

13 Tevet
Chullin 24

28

7:46AM/5:08PM
¡¡4:50PM
Kabbalat Shabbat
6:00 p.m.

20 Tevet
Chullin 31

14 Tevet
Chullin 25

29

7:47AM/5:09PM
§5:54PM
Shacharit 9:30 a.m.

21 Tevet
Chullin 32

